
If the laumh%ng of a moon-bound satellite is within the imminent 
x:x~~ of praneti day techmlogy, bioXoe;ists should jo3.n with other 
s~:.:ar~~~Lds in giving 8ome forethought t0 the 5mplications of this ac- 
~~~.w!l -lr'mgnt for t&&r awn sc@p1c8. -..,i_. r- *we.. That Uttle or nothing has been 
cx54 about this subject so far may ba put down on the one hand to the 
~;1x~~bi2fty that lunar conditions are incompatzkb3.e with any form of 
csitrimed life, on the other to the tm visionary contmct of such 
QX?CGbtdOM, 

However, if a lunar soteXkit43 is a m3ar reality in fact, it is un- 
reamtfc not to anticipata it, 

'kern is at least om important issue that requlfes advancze pl,annj.ng 
Lf a unique oppor.tun%ty is not to be confounded.or los& This is 
whether or not the meteoritic dust whPch supposedly covers tix3 surface 
of the moon contains stflf. viable spores* Although the most likely orfdn 
of such spores would be terrestr%al escapes, e.g, from volcanic catastro- 
phes, the possibility of a small fraction of thsm remain5ng viable would 
be the most direct emp%rical test of Arrhen%us@ biospore theory whkh 
h2therto has had to remain befogged by pura speculation, 

Without forethought, aatallZtes may be sent b crash o>n the moon 
without argy care to eliminate or rrxW.mize the artificial contam%nation 
by bacterial spores, etc., thattheymaycarry~ith them, BwilS. 
probably be many years longer before we can retrieve samples from the 
moon's surface, and by then it may no longer be possible to judge whether 
spores can achieve as well, as survive interplanatary transit by natural 
agentxkm 

This is only one W3ue; otkr8 may arise, Hy principal conclusion 
9s that the responsjible agencies of the U,S, and other governments should 
have the advice of an expert colnmittee to deal ~5th questions of extra- 
terrestrial biolo,gy, as thay already have on W.kumerab3.e aspects of tha 
physfcal sciences,, 
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